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Onsite Education Returns to the Museum

Your support of Friends of Banning Museum helps us develop 
and deliver outstanding educational programs to the community. 
Thank you on behalf of all the children who participated over the 
years, and those who will join us in the future.

For the week of October 17-21, we happily welcomed back to campus hundreds of local 
schoolchildren to experience the museum’s signature program,  BANNING HERITAGE 
WEEK. This program provided by members like you, our corporate partners, Valero 
and the Norris Foundation, gives our young participants an appreciation of life in the 
Victorian Era and introduces them to the rich and important history of the community 
in which they live. With a tour of the house, blacksmith demonstration, hands-on chores, 
an art project and school lesson, they gain a keen understanding of what life would have 
been like for children their age in the late 1800s. 

Additionally, our longest running educational program, LIVING HISTORY, will also 
return to campus. In hiatus since the beginning of the pandemic, the Living History 
program will resume on Tuesdays and Thursdays. It will offer teachers and students who 
have not been able to participate in Banning Heritage Week the opportunity to experience 
everyday life in the late 19th century through activities like the house tour, a school lesson, 
enrichment activities in the “Improbable Gateway” exhibit, and others. 

We are pleased to say that with your help, we have been able to offer bus scholarships for 
those schools that would have otherwise not have been able to attend these programs due 
to lack of transportation.



Board Member
Friends of Banning Museum is delighted to introduce our newest board member, AMY GRAT. 
Amy Grat is Chief Executive Officer of EXP – The opportunity engine, a Southern California-
based nonprofit organization focused on youth development and career education. Founded as 
International Trade Education Programs, Inc. by maritime leaders in the San Pedro Bay and 
rebranded in 2018, EXP helps young people gain experience, unlock doors and build the confidence 
they need to succeed in school, career and life. By bringing schools and industry together, EXP is 
creating new ways of learning, knocking down barriers and bringing genuine opportunity to every 
student they can reach. We are so excited to have Amy and look forward to her insight regarding 
providing educational opportunities and growth for our local students.

Volunteers
On the last day of Banning Heritage Week, we welcomed three new volunteers 
to join the museum’s wonderful core of volunteers. These ladies completed the 
8-week docent program with flying colors and are ready to share the Banning story 
with visitors. They can also participate in the many volunteer committees in areas 
they enjoy including textiles, gardening, literary society, hospitality and many 
more. Thank you to Ann Zimmerli for guiding them through the program.

If you have some time on your hands and are interested in becoming a Banning 
Museum volunteer, call us at 310-548-2005. We would love to share with you more 
details of the process for you to become a part of the Banning volunteer family too! 

Photo (left to right): Ann Zimmerli, New Volunteers,  
Jo Franco, Jackie Rubio, Marty Russell, and  
Volunteers President, Kathy Tillotson.

to Our Newest Members of the Friends Family!

Support the Banning Museum by Shopping! 
Just in time for the holidays, you can support the Friends of Banning Museum by doing what 
you were already going to do — SHOP! IT’S EASY!

When you choose the Friends, we receive 0.5% of your eligible purchases. If you tell your friends and family to designate the 
Friends of Banning Museum as their charity and share the link, the Friends receive even more funds. WIN-WIN! Make your 
holiday giving even more meaningful. You buy awesome gifts and the Friends keep watching out for our beautiful Banning. 

Support Staff
With the generous support of members, the Friends were recently able to hire a part-time 
Development Assistant, KELLY SIGNORELLI. Kelly has over a decade of experience working 
in the non-profit sector. She fits right in with our Banning family, figuratively and literally as her 
mother, Marilyn works for the City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks, our 
partner in taking care of the Museum. Kelly looks forward to supporting our members in whatever 
capacity necessary. Welcome Kelly!

VISIT:
smile.amazon.com1 CHOOSE YOUR CHARITY:

Friends of Banning Museum2 START 
SHOPPING3



THE BANNING MUSEUM

401 East M Street 
Wilmington, CA 90744

Guided Museum Tours
Take an introductory tour 
of the Banning Residence, 

Stagecoach Barn and  
Improbable Gateway  

Exhibition.  
5-day advance reservation 

required.
Reservation Requests:  

(310) 548-7777 
M-F, 9:30 am to 4:00 pm

Tours Available 
Tuesday - Thursday: 
12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m. 

and 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday:
12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m.,

2:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.  

Suggested Donation 
for Tours 

Adults: $5  Children: $1  
Payable by cash or check at 

the time of your visit.

The Banning Museum
is a facility of the City of Los Angeles,
Department of Recreation and Parks
and is operated in cooperation with

Friends of Banning Museum.
The Banning Museum is a City, State  

and National Historic Landmark.

HUNDREDS OF GUESTS CELEBRATE 
GENERAL BANNING

The 13th annual Phineas Banning Birthday Celebration could not have been more fun. 
With live music by JB and The Circle Riders, line dancing lessons and delicious barbecue with 
all the trimmings provided by Lucille’s Smokehouse Bar-B-Que, guests enjoyed a delightful 
evening with family and friends. The highlight of the evening was the presentation of the 
Phineas Banning Entrepreneurial Spirit award to DENISH MANDALIA (pictured below with 
Julia Banning, FBM President), local community developer and inn keeper. Denish graciously 
accepted the award to the delight of the crowd and to the many members of his lovely family 
on hand to honor him. Congratulations Denish! 

100-Year-Old 
Eucalyptus Falls
We are sad to report that one of 
the Banning’s oldest eucalyptus 
trees fell in mid-September. This 
tree was not part of the original 
eucalyptus grove that lined the 
driveway leading to the Banning 
residence. Thankfully no one was 
injured when the tree fell. 

Legacy Gift to Transform the Howard Rose Garden
Last year, we lost Mrs. CAROL RICHARDS, an avid 
philanthropist and an enthusiastic supporter of the 
Banning Museum. Carol loved the Howard Rose Garden 
she and her sister established at the Banning Museum in 
honor of their late father, Paul Howard. We are deeply 
humbled to share that Carol left a legacy gift for the 
Friends of Banning Museum to take care of the garden. 
It is our privilege to honor Carol’s wishes. The first 
project to ensure the garden is as beautiful as possible 
is underway with extensive work being done to remove 
the nuisance nutgrass that had invaded a quadrant of the 
garden. Once this removal is complete, new roses will 
be planted. Our deepest gratitude to Carol Richards for 
giving the Friends the ability to ensure the beauty of the 
garden for now and many years to come. 

@thebanningmuseum
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